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or THE RELIGIOUS ADVANTAGES | 


or THE PRESENT, | Ns 


IN VHLABITANTS: OF GREATS BRIT af 


| 17 Ts * been Gee © pate that 
Engliſhman can have 1 no juſt idea of the ſug 
rior comforts which he enjoys in his own countÞ" 
until he has b&en abroad. A remark. of the fall 
kind may be applied to the ſubje& of our” ws pa 
advantages; for we are apt to undervalue theſe a 
' in proportion, as we ſee them to be common, 
it may therefore be uſeful to let our imaging | 
ons carry us occaſionally both into fore Ir 


ED | Kountries and into diſtant ages of the world. al 


| food, naked, and blinded, and deſtitute; many 


Reader! why was not your lot calt i in rey Dn 
1 of Africa, among ſome tribe of Savages, milli 
olf whom at this time dwell on the earth, hunt de 


in the woods, or croſſing the deſert in ſearch ri 
ar 


ru 
n 


them wild as their own beaſts ot prey, and ſome 
them even devouring one another ? you have 
no wiſe deſerved to be put on any better fooiſpus 
as to your earthly exiſtence, than even the 
favoured of your race. He who. appointed to 
African his place of birth, might with equal juf 
have aſſigned the ſame lot to you; and you ou 
therefore to thank that God who alone wach m 
vou to differ i 
9 5 B Gees 


ping, as millions of others are, in Mahometan 
rkneſs ; who are taught even by their religion, 
indulge their pride and their paſſions, amd 
feign to themſelves an earthly and ſenſual 
aven, to be beſtowed as the very reward of cruel 


1 


| are you not paſſing your life as a ſlave to ſome 
ropean maſter, toiling for him with your body, 
ile you are without inſtruction as to your mind ? 
ain: even if born in Britain, yet why had you not 
ur being in it in thoſe days when the Goſpel had 
yet enlightened it; when the Prieſts, inſtead 


alt in human ſacrifices, pretended to propheſy 
-oÞm the manner in which the blood flowed from 
lie wounds, worſhipped their native oak, and 
uu deavoured to blind the people by the ſame ſu- 


h$rflition Or it indeed in ſome degree more fa- 


ured than they, why were you not born when 
riſtianity was corrupted in this land, as it was 
many hundred years by Popery; when, abfolu- 
Dus for fin were bought and ſold, when a corrupt 
igy poſſeſſed both the power and the wealth, 


Wd when high and low, Prince and people, were 


ke reduced into ſubjection to them ?* And, 


It is not intended to imply that the preſent Papiſts re- 
nble exactly thoſe wity are here ſpoken of: there is now 
onſiderable diſlinction allo between thoſe who are merely 
led Catholics and the Papiſts. | 


once 


Jor why, it may again be aſked, are vou not 


ge and perſecution / Or, why it may ſtill be ad- 


preaching peace and good- will in the name of 
reihriſt, and teaching men the love of each other, 


yet why was it not in the time of the civil war 


— 


proſperity. The voice of war has been heard 


once more it may be added, allowing you to ha 


even when our ſoldiers and ſailors have been eng 


1 
had your being ſince the days ot the reformatio 


when political as well as religious hatred burnt eve 


among Proteſtants ; when the throne of this Realif for 


was diſputed, and when the blood of its inhabitan iel 
was flowing freely over ils own plains. rr 

We. have been living indeed in happy time 
when this hath been a ſavoured country: We hay 
been born, perhaps it may be ſafely ſaid, in one 
of the moſt favoured countries of the earth, a 
allo in ſome of the moſt favoured times of il 
country. Indeed fo favoured; and ſo long favour 
have we been, that we have almoſt learned to fore] 
the general confuſion and mifery which preva 
in the world; tor this is not the uſual. courſe 
God's dealings with it—We loſe ſight, ani 
our own extraordinary. bleſſings, of the comm. 


corruption of man, as well of as the common conk 
quences of that corruption. We forget that © tl 
world heth in wickedneſs” and that He who mat 
it hathever had a controverſy wich it. 

But Jet us now ſpeak more directly of g 
own peculiar privileges. In the firſt place, 
bave been bleſſed in general with great. nalio 


DOC 
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deed, but it has been heard only at a diſtance; 


ed in it, we ourſelves have been living quietly 
home, each of us ſitting under his own vine and 


( 


3 
own fig- tree, no one making him afraid; and ſure! 
it may be conſidered as one great mercy, in ſuck 
a troubled world as this, and as no {ina!l advantage 
o religion alſo, to be thus placed at a diſtance from 
foreign enemies, and to be at the ſame time pro- 
tefted by wholeſome laws from the terror of thoſe 
violent and wicked men who may dwe!l among us. 

This allo is a land in which I will next obſerve 
that religious liberty has been enjoyed more than in 
moſt other nations: no Engliſhman has been hin- 
dered from worſhipping God in ſuch manner as 
might ſeem beſt to his own conſcience, and that 
ſpirit of perſecution which formerly diſgraced even 
the chriſtian church 1s now both reſtrained by 
ſtatute, and is generally diſavowed by chriſtians, 

Here alſo let it in the next place be thankfully 
emembered that the ſabbath is ſet apart peculiarly 
For religious uſes. On this ſacred day the poor 
nan reſts from his toil, and both the rich and the 
Poor are invited to lay aſide their cares and anxieties, 
heir worldly converſation and employment, in 
order that they may improve their religious know- 
ledge, and may repair that decay of their chriſtian 
principles, which is apt to ariſe on other days even 


from our Jawful commerce with the world. 

But I proceed to name a further bleſſing. The 
criptures have been publiſhed in the land, having 
deen tranſlated into our own language; and owing 
Ho the bounty of religious {ocietfes, or to the zeat 
individuals, they bave been freely given among 


* 
ine 


the poorer ranks, who have been alſo taught to 
read them in their infancy, thro' -that abundance 
either of Sunday or weekly (chools, which public 
charity has alſo ſet up. 

Ladd laſtly that while the dls, both high and 
lou, have thus been enabled to examine the ſcrip-þ 
tures for themſelves, that goſþel which they contain 
has been alſo ſtatedly preached, and even without 
expence to a great proportion of the hearers, 1 

Let us here pauſe in order to make ſome reflecti. 
ons on the greatneſs of the laſt mentioned bleſ. In. 
ſings, in doing which however J ſhall only ſpeakſſi 
ſhortly of chriſtianity in general, and chiefly offfo 
that vaſt importance which every one who givesſ1 
any credit to the ſacred writings muſt necefiarily 01 
aſcribe to it. 2h 2. ct 

In the ates which is there given of itYth 
every circumſtance is introduced which can railgJas 
our ideas on ſuch a ſubject. In the very beginning th 
ok the world we find that prophecies were mad 
concerning it: the general diſpenſations ol provi cc 
dence, and in particular the eſtabliſhment of ti d- 
Jewiſh nation tended for ſome thouſand years befaſ p1 
to make way for the coming of Chriſt; all Flo 
Prophets are deſcribed in the New Teſtament | to 
* inquiring and ſearching diligently before hand in S: 
the ſufferings of Chriſt and the glory that ſhoulf fo 
follow”, When the time of his appearance draws nd hi 
John the Baptiſt 1s ſent to. tell of his approacif ac 
and when he is born, a multitude of the heaveniſ] hi 
oft are heard praifing God, and ſaying, glo 


( 
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' 


21 


T7 


to ſo God in the — on earth peace, good wil 
ce ſowards men”. - The wiſe men draw near to the 
lic Yafant Saviour and * rejoice with exceeding joy“. 
poſtles count it an unſpeakable honor to be per- 
nd Bnitted to lay out their lives in ſpreading his name 
ip-Pver the earth, and the body of chriſtians who lived 
ainfeither in the ſame days, or thoſe immediately fol- 
Put owing, are deſcribed as © rejoicing even in him 
whom they had not ſeen, with joy unſ peakable and 
ti-Ffull of glory.” We read alſo that the ſurrounding 
el.fkeathens who are repreſented as ſitting before this 
akliime © in darkneſs, and in the region of the ſhadow 
offof death” are now congratulated that to them * the 
res light had ſprung up, and that the day-ſpring from 
ilyJon high had viſited them,” and every where in ſnort 
chriſtianity is ſpoken of in the loftieſt terms, as 
it che glorious goſpel of the ever bleſſed God, and 
ic as the moſt precious bleſſing that was ever ſent to 
ng the human race. 
d It is plain then that the gift of he goſpel was 
i conſidered as the greateſt of all God's gifts in the 
days ofwhich I have been ſpeaking. It it alſo eaſy to 
prove that this bleſſing even in its largeſt extent, be- 
longs juſt as much to us, if we are real chriſtians, as 
to thoſe who lived in the time of Chriſt : when our 
Saviour prayed for his diſciples, he © prayed not 
for them only, but for all who ſhould believe on 


l 


him thro' their word that they all might be one”, and = 
accordingly St. Peter in his firit ſermon declares to 
his heazers © for the promiſe is tO you and to your 

| children, 


8 
children. and to all that are als off, even as manq u 
as the Lord our God ſhall call“. 1 ad. 
another obſervation; it ſeems equally plain that 
they who now remain without the goſpel muſt be 
conſidered as in much the ſame ſtate with thoſe wh 
were formerly without it, and whom the Apoſtles 
laid out their lives in endeavouring to convert: let 
it be remembered therefore that as the Goſpel is 
the ſame, ſo believers are the ſame, and unbehev- 
ers the This in all ages. 

Indeed without appealing ſo 1 to ſerip 
ture-it appears even from the nature of man that he 
clearly ſtands in need of that very blefling which 
it is the object of chriſtianity to hold out to him, 
and that he needs it now juſt as much as in any for. 
mer time. For does he not continue to be a being 
that is naturally very dark and ignorant concerning 
his own future ſtate? Is he not alſo full of wants and 
weakneſles, and of paſſions which need reſtraint ? 
left to himſelf does he not corrupt himſelf as he 
did formerly ? and is he not therefore in like man- 
ner a creature that is guilty before God? Thus 
blind and ignorant and prone to wander from hi 
duty, and loaded with the burden of his guilt, 1: 
ſinks down into the grave: it follows therefore tha 
he needs the ſame goſpel to remove his darkneſs, to 
reſtrain and direct his ſteps in lite, to give him peace 
in his une en and 2 cheerful hope in his latte 
end. | 


This then is that 5880 and ſuperior privilege o 
| the 


1 
\ 
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the inhabitants ot Great Britain, on which it be- 
comes us to dwell; the privilege of having the gol- 


pel publiſhed among us with all its important doc- 
IJ irines, precepts, warnings, encouragements and 


conſolations. Other bleſſings have been alſonamed, 


each of them tending to promote our religious im- 


provement, by which it has been further ſhewn, how 
remarkably we have been favoured as a nation, 
And nov let it be briefly and generally aſked what are 
the returns which we have made for all that care and 
kindneſs of providence, which we have experienced. 
The Prophet Iſaiah ſpeaking of that once favoured 
but now rejected nation the]ews, likens them to“ a 
vineyard in a very fruitful hill, the owner of which 
hadit tenced and gathered out the ſtones thereof, and 
planted it with the choiceſt vines, and built a tower 
in the midſtot it, and alſo made a wine preſs therein.” 
It is added, what could I have done more to my 
vineyard that I have not done to it? wherefore I 
looked that it ſhould bring forth grapes, but when 
J looked for grapes, it brought forth wild grapes.“ 
What then are the fruits brought forth among us 
who are that vineyard, which the ſame hand of the 
Lord hath in theſe latter days of the world, both 
tenced,and digged, and planted, 

Great Britain calls itſelſ- a Chriſtian nation. 
Are Britons then diſtinguifhed every where over 
the earth by all the virtues and graces of the 


Chriſtian religion? Are we ſpoken of abroad for 


inſtance as remarkable chiefly for the chriſtian 
. meeknefs, 


L 10 ] 


mcebneſs, and felf-denial and purity, and humility, 


and piety of our national character. Are we known 
by the devout worſhip of God, which wherever 
Britons carry either their arms or their faftories 
they are obſerved to ſet up. Does our name ſtand 
high in Africa as well as in Aſia, and all the Iſles 
ot America, on account of our difintereſted and 
holy zeal to extend our own goſpel among. the 
people of thoſe benighted parts ? 1 

But it may be faid perhaps that our r foreign adven- 
turers and diſtant ſettlers may not carry with them 
the moſt favourable ſample of the religion of their 
own country, and that theſe are apt to be the more 
corrupt part of a community, What are we then 
at home? Is Chriſtan baptiſm undertaken every 
where, in Great Britain with deep ſolemnity, 
and are the vows then entered into remembered 


and laid to heart in order that they may be ſcrupu- | 


louſly fulfilled. Again is the ſabbath duly honored 
and obſerved, and turned io a religious uſe ? Are 
the Churches and places of worſhip: every where 
full of worſhippers, and is the Sacrament of the 
Lord's ſupper, that appointed memorial of our faith 
in Chriſt, piouſly conſtantly and very generally, as 
wellas worthily received? In a word, does that gol- 
pel which has been ſpoken of flouriſh every where 
within the land evidently warming every heart, 
regulating every life, and excigng the joyful 
praiſes of every tongue. 8 | 


All indeed are not fervent in religion, it will per- | 


haps 
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haps be admitted. But ſurely we may hope that 


our morals , at leaſt are every where pure, 
and that the groſſer ſins cannot have any place in 
a country ſo bleſſed with the goſpel, as we are, 
ſo reformed from all the errors of Popery, and now 
lo eminently chriſtian. 1s there then no fraud or 


{ diſhoneſty practiſed in the land—No drunkenneſs 


known init ? Does chaſlity diſtinguiſh both our 


male and our female youth? Is marriage that ordi- _ 


nance of God, the diſuſe of which is the reproach 
of even Heathen nations, duly regarded in every 
reſpect? Is profaneneſs alſo baniſhed from the 
land. Is the name of God never trifled with nor 
blaſphemed ? Is there no ſwearing in our ſtreets. 

But then it is only the few, it may be hoped, who 


are actually vitious, while the many, as it ſhould 


be charitably ſuppoſed, even if not religious are at 


leaſt very moral people. But what are the proofs 


of this general morality. Is vice out of countenance? 


e [Are the vitious ſo few that they hide themſelves 


in corners, and are evidently aſhamed.” When, for 
inſtance, a number of men happen to meet toge- 
ther in this land, do the bulk of them agree to 
allow of no unchriſtian jeſt, or toaſt or ſong. And 
again, to mention another teſt of general corruption 
when a corrupt book is publiſhed, will my read- 
ers all bear ſolem n witneſs that it finds no ſale. 
But perhaps it will be ſaid and with ſome degree 
f juſtice, that the religious advantages which have 
been ſpoken of are not common to all, that the 


goſpel ! is not fully e or even preached among 
us 


5 

us, and that we ought not to wonder at the wick 
edneſs of the land, ſince the means of our cure arc 
ſo much neglected. | 

This is a ſubject which muſt be reſerved for fu. 
ture con ſideration, being one which will naturally 
be treated of in the cour rie of 0 our further Sunday 
Reading.” | ; ins ©. lag 


07 the 1 N of . 1795, Was s publ Med. 
A Sunday Reading; entitled, the Beggarly Boy. 
| pens TIRING CINE Shepherd of Saliſbury 
Plain, br pol and Wild Robert a Ballad. 
| On tie J ft 4 July, 
| A Sone Hiding: —The good Mother's 1 
. the Newcaſtle Collier, a Ballad. 
On the 1] of Auguſt: | 
A Sunday Reading. -The Happy: Waterman. 
455 and a Ballad. ng ods 
on the 1ſt of September will be al ed. 
4 "Sunday Reading. —The conceited Fare 
5 Part ] —and a Ballad. 


And other Pieces on a ſimilar Plan, on lle ift of 
every Month, 
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